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THE LOOK ER-ON, 
NUMBER XXII, 


Let us with a gladfome mind 
*¢ Praife the Lord, for he is kind; 
** For his mercies aye endure, 
** Ever faithful, ever fure. 
“ Let us blaze his name abroad, 
** For of Gods he is the God.” 
MILTON. 


30 praife the fupreme being is, undoubtedly, one of the 
nobleft employments the mind of man is capable of ; 
gratitude diétates it, and nature, throughout the immenfe extent 
of her works, fets him a bright example. 
To thofe of my readers who are of this opinion, the following 
hymns will, I truft, be not difagreeable. 


A MORNING HYMN, 


Arife my willing foul, 
Thy morning tribate pay ; 
Again the chearful dawn appears, 
Again the dark horizon chears, 
And opens into day. 
Vor, XV, 376. 20 Once 
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Once more the rifiog fun 
Its radiant beams difplays ; 
Once more, my foul, thy ready tongue 
Shall raife to God the tuneful fong 
Of ever grateful praife. 


With each returning, morn, 
To God fupremely bleft, 
My firft, my earlieft pray’rs thall rife, 
To him 1’ll lift my op’ning eyes, 
Thankful to him far reft. 


Twas he preferved me fafe 

Thro’ the dark hours of night ; 
*T was his almighty arm o’erfpread 
With guardian care my feeping bed, 

And brought me back to Iehe. 


Ere my infantine tongue 
Could lifp to him a pray’r ; 
Ere time had taught, my op’ning mind 
To know my God how great, how kind, 
I was his conilant. cate. 


Now that my tongue can fpeak, 
And thoughts be rais*d to heay’n ; 
Thy praifes, O my God, with joy, 
My earlieft moments fhall employ 3 
To thee each mora be giv’n. 





A HYMN OF PRAISE. ‘ 


MY foul in new made fongs, 
God, thy creator, praife ; 
To him with chearfal voice 


Loud hallelojahs raife ; 
With holy joy thy numbers fing, 

And raife a fong to Ifrael’s King. k 

is 

He form’d the fpacious earth, I 

With all its various fruit ; 1 

And the more fpacioas fy t 

t 


From him its bound’ries took ; 
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The watry deep, with all its train, 
Jebovah form’d, nor form’d in vain. 


The fan whofe quick’ning beams 
By day to man give light, 
The moon whofe paler rays 
Difpel the gloom of night, 
And all the countlefs ttarry hofts, 
From God their origin do boat. 


All nature owns his pow’r, 
And ev’ry living thing, 

That flies, or fwims, or runs, 
Declares its heav’nly King ; 
All, all the Almighty God proclaim, 
And add new honours to his name, 


And fhall not man give thanks? 
Shall man alone be dumb ? 
Thou, O my foul, with joy 
To God attane thy fong, 
To bim with facred rapture raife 
A hymna of thanks, a nymn of praife. 


Great is the Lord mot high, 
His mercies ever new, 
His love defcends on all, 
Like the refrething dew ; 
Come all my pow’rs, with one accord, 
Join in a fong to praife the Lord, 





4n Account of the Life and Chara&er of that /ingular 
Genius, the late Fobhn Elwes, E/q. 


[Continued from Page 278.] 


HE character of an impartial and upright country 

magittrate is the beft character which the country 
knows, What a lawgiver is to a ftate, an intelligent magiftrate 
is, in a lefs degree, to the diftri& where he refides. Sucha 
magilirate was Mr. Elwes, while he refided in Berkthire, and 
it was almoft entirely owing to this belt of recommendations, 
that an offer was made to him afterwards of bringing him in as 


reprefentative for the county. 
202 The 
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The profpeé& of a contefted ele€tion, betwixt two moft ree 
fpeftable families in Berkhhire, firft fuggelted the idea of pro- 
poling athird perfon, who might be anobjeftionable to both 
parties.—The perfon thus propofed was Mr. Elwes; and the 
county were obliged to Lord Craven for the propofition.—It 
was at this period, that Mr. Elwes was pafling amongtt his 
horfes and hounds, fome rural occapations, and his country 
neighbours, the happieft hours of his life.—Hours which no 
future fituation ever recalled—hours in which alone he ftole from 
the perplexities which his wealth occafioned him afterwards 5 
and where he forgot, for a time, that ftrange anxiety and con- 
tinued irritation about his money—and that, which I know not 
how better to denominate, than by calling it the infanity of 
faving ! Bat as his wealth was accumulating faft, various were 
the people who were kind enough to make applications to em-= 
ploy it for him. Some, very obligingly, would trouble him 
with nothing more than their fimple bond—others offered him 
a fcheme of great advantage, with ‘* a {mall rifque and a cer- 
tain profit,” which as certainly turned out the reverfe—and 
others propofed, ‘* traéts of land in America, and plans that 
were fure ot fuccefs.”” Bat amidft thofe kind offers, the fruits 
of which Mr. Elwes !ong felt, and had tu lament, fome peca- 
piary accommodations were not beftowed amifs, and enabled 
the borrowers to purfue induftry into fortune, and form a fettle. 
ment for life. Add it is to be mentioned to the praife of Mr. 
Elwes, that in all the various fums which he Jent, in the courfe 
of a long life, not one ufurious contract or improper advantage 
taken, lives in the remembrance of any body. 

This, in the condadt of a man living only to amafs money, 
is peculiar praife ; and, while holding the penof a biographer, 
I am forced to recount circumftances | cannot commend—a moft 
unpardonable omiffion fhould I efteem it, were I to omit the 
record of an action, that in fome meafure fhould fhield this part 
of his character from reproach !—which claims a merit becaule 
the reverfe might have been expected; and proves that his 
avarice confilted not in hard-heartednefs, but in felf-denial. 

Mr. Elwes, from his father, Mr. Meggot, had inherited fome 
property, in houfes in London, particularly about the Haye 
market, not far from which old Mr. Elwes drew his firit breath ; 
for by bis regifler it appears he was bornin St. James’s parith. 
To this property he now began to add by engagements with one 
of the Adam’s about beildiog, which he increafed from year 
to year, toa very large extent. Great part of Marybone toon 
called him her founder. Portland-place aod Portland-{quare, 
the riding-houfes and itables of the fecond troop of life guards, 
aad 


























THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 293 


and buildings too numeroas to name, all rofe out of his pocket. 
And had not Lord North and his American war kindly put 2 
fiop to this rage of raifing houfes, much of the property he 
then poffefled would have been lain out ia bricks and mortar.— 
The extent of his property in houfes foon grew fo great, that be 
became, from calculation, his own infurer ; and he ftood to all 
his own loffes by conflagrations, He foon, therefore, became a 
philofopher apon fire. And I remember well, on a public 
houfe, belonging to him, being confumed, that he faid with 
great compofure, ‘* Well, well, there is no great harm done: 
The tenant never paid ; and I fhould not have got gait of him 
fo quickly in any other way.” 

An poffeffions fo large, of coarfe it would happen, that fome of 
the houfes were without a tenant, and therefore it was the 
cuftom of Mr. Elwes, whenever he went to London, to occupy 
auy of thofe premifes which happened tobe vacant. He had thus 
a new way of feeing London and its inhabitants ; for he tra~ 
velled in this manner from ftreet to ftreet ; and whenever any 
body chofe to take the houfe where he was, he was always ready 
to move into any other. He was frequently an itinerant for a 
night's lodging ; and though mafter of above 100 houfes, he 
never wifhed to reit his head long in any he chofe to call his 
own, A couple of beds, a couple of chairs, a table, and an 
old woman, were all his furniture, and he movec them about at 
a minute’s warning. Of all thefe moveables, the old woman 
was the only one that gave him trouble ; for fhe was afflicted 
with a lamenefs that made it difficult to get her about as faft as 
he chofe: And then the colds the took were amazing, for, 
fometimes fhe was in a {mall boufe in the Haymarket; at 
another, in a great houfe at Portland-place ; fometimes in a 
little room and a coal fire ; at other times with a few chips, 
which the carpenters had left, in rooms of mott {plendid, bar 
frigid dimenfions, and with a little ciled paper in the windows 
for glafs. In trath, the perfectly realized the words of the 
Pfalmif ; for though the might not be wicked, fhe certainly was 
** here to-day, and gone to-morrow.” 

The {cene which terminated the life of the old woman, is not 
the leaft fingular among the anecdotes that are recorded of Mr. 
Elwes, Bat it is too wel! authenticated to be doubted. J had 
the cireumétance related to me by the late Colonel Timms 
bimfelf. 

Mr. Elwes had come to town in his ufual way, and taxen ap 
his abode in one of his houfes that were empty. Colonel 
‘Vimms, who wifhed mach to fee him, by fome accident was 
informed chat his uncle was in Londun ; but then how to find 
him 
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him was the difficulty. He enquired at all the ufual places 
where it was probable he might be heard of. He weat to 
Mr. Hoare’s, his banker ; to the Mount Coffeeshoufe ; but no 
tidings were to be heard of him. Not many days afterwards, 
however, be learnt from a perfon whom he met accidentally, 
that they had feen Mr. Elwes going imo an aninhabited houfe 
in Great Marlboroogh-ftreet. This was fome cloe to Colonel 
Timms, and away he went thither. As the beft mode of in- 
formation, he got hold of a chairman ; but no intelligence couid 
be gain of a gentleman called Mr. Elwes. Colonel Timms 
then defcribed his perfon—bat no pentieman had been feen. 
A pot-boy, however, recolleéted that he had feen a poor old than 
opening the door of the ftable, and locking it after him ; and 
from every defcription it agreed with the perfon of old Mr. 
Elwes, Of courfe Colonel Timms went to the houfe; he 
knecked very loudly at the door, but no one anfwered. Some 
of the ncighbonars faid they had feen fuch a man, but no anfwer 
could be obtained from the houfe. On this added information, 
however, Colonel Timms refolved to have the ftable door 
opened, and a blackimith was feat for, and they entered the 
houfe together. In the lower parts of it all was fhut and filent. 
On afcending the ftair-cafe, however, they heard the moans of 
a perfon feemingly in diftrefs, They went to the chamber 3 
and there, upon an old pallet-bed, lay ftretched out, feemingly 
in death, the figare of old Mr. Elwes. For fome time he feemed 
infenfible that any body was near him; but on fome cordials 
being adminiliered by a neighbouring apothecary, who was fent 
for, he recovered, and faid ‘* That he had, he believed, been ill 
for two if not three days ; and that there was an old woman in 
the houfe, but, for fome reafon or other, the had not been near 
him. That the had been ill herfelf; but that fhe had got well, 
he fuppofed, and gone away, 

On repairing tc the garrets they found the old woman, the 
companion of all his movements, and the partner of his jour 
vies, firecched out hifelefs on a rug upon the floor! To all aps 
pearance, fhe had been dead about two days. 

Thos died the fervant, and thus would have died, bat forthe 
providential difcovery of him by Colonel Timms, old Mr. 
Elwes, her mafter! And let politicians hold forth after this on 
the bieffings of a land of plesty. Let moraliils reafon on 
tie proper ufes of wealth ; and here fhall they view an exiting 
example which fhall baffle all thei¢ theory, A mother, in Mrs, 
Megpo:, who poflcfling 100,000l, ftarved herfelt to death ; and 
ber ton, who’ certainly was then worth half a million, nearly 
dying in his own houfe for want. 

With 
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With all his penury, Mr. Elwes was not a bard landlord, 
and his tenants lived eafily under him. If they wanted any re. 
pairs, however, they were always at liberty to do it themfelves ; 
for what may be ftiled the comforts of a hovfe were unknown 
to him. And what he allowed not himfelf it would {carcely be 
expected he woule give to others. 

Mr. Elwes had not refided above 13 years in Suffolk, when 
the conteft for Berkthire prefented itfelf on the diffolation of 
the Parliament ; and when to preferve the peace of that county, 
he was nominated by Lord Craven. 

Mr, Elwes, though he had retired from public bafinefs for 
fome years, had ftill left about kim fome of the feeds of more 
aétive life; and he agreed to the propofal. It came further 
enhanced to him, by the agreement that he was to be brought 
in by the freeholders for nothing. I believe all he did was 
dining at the ordinary at Reading, and he got into Parliament 
for eighteen pence ! 

On being elected member for Berkthire, he left Suffolk, and 
went again to his feat at Marcham. His fox houads he carried 
along with bim ; but finding his time would, in all probability, 
be much employed, he refolved to relinquith his hounds ; and 
they were fhortly after given away to fome farmers io that 
neighbourhood.——Though a new man, Mr. Elwes could not be 
called a ycung member, for he was at this time nearly 60 years 
old, when he thus entered into public life. But he was in 
poflefiicn of all his activity ; and, preparatory to his ap» 
pearance on the boards of St. Stephen’s-chapei, he ufed to ate 
tence conftantly, during the races and other public mectings, al} 
the great towns where his voters refided, At the different af- 
femblies, he would dance amongit the youngett, to the lait ; 
after riding over night on horfeback, and frequeatly in che rain, 
to the place of meeting. 

A gentleman who was one night itanding by, obferved on the 
extraordinary agility of foold a man. ‘* Oh that is nothing,” 
replied another, ‘* for Mr. Elwes todo this; he rode 20 miles 
in the rain with his thoes tuck. into bis boots, and his bag-wig 
in his pocket.” 

In our next the parliamentary condué&t of Mr. Elwes wiii bs 
prefented to our readers, 

(To be continued.) 





An ANECOD OT E, 


HE will of John Shakefpeare, father of the immortal 
bard, has lately been found in the roof of the hovle as 
Stratford 
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Stratford apon Avon, in which both fire and fon fo long re« 
fided.— [sis teftament is no farther remarkable, than in proving 
that John Shakefpeare was a butcher, and that he bequeathed 
all his acquirements in that profeffion to his fon William.—The 
above will is now in the poffefion of Mr. Malone, and will 
no doubt be added to his impending catalogue of dramatic 
curiofities, 





The Hiflory of Knowledge, Learning, and Tafte, in Great 
Britain, during the Reigns of King Edward the Sixth 
and Queen Mary, Fromthe Year 1547 to 15586 


[From the New Annual Regifler for the Year 1783.] 
(Continued from Page 281. 


N mentioning the name of Cranmer, we come to the mott 

illuftriovs of our reformers, and the moft eminent archbifhop 
that ever fat in the fee of Canterbury. The obligations of 
this country to him, with refpeét to its feparation from the 
fupremacy of the Roman pontiff, are of unfpeakable im- 
portance. It was chiefly under his dire€tion that the reforma- 
tion was carried fo far in Edward the Sixth’s reign. Cranmer 
was not without hie faults; but his virtues were fo tranfcende 
ently fuperior to his failings, that the latter ought to be for- 
gotten, excepting when they are recolle@ed in order to inftruct 
usin the imperfeétion of the higheft haman excellence. His 
literary charaéter rifes greatly above that of far the larger part 
of his contemporaries. ‘* In whatever point of light,” fays 
his lateft biographer, ‘* we view this extraordinary man, he is 
equally the obje&t of our admiration, His indoftry and atten- 
tion were aftonifhing. When we confider him as a {cholar, 
his learning was fo profound, and the treatifes which he wrote 
were fo numerous, that we cannot conceive he had any time 
for bufinefs. And yet when we confider the various fcenes 
of active life in which be was engaged—in the council—in the 
convocation—ia the parliament—in his diocefe—and even in 
his own houfe, where he had a conftant refort of learned men, 
or fuitors, we are furprized how he procured time for ftudy. 
He never inceed would have gone through his daily employs 
ment, had he not. been the beit ceconomilt of his time.—His 
learning was chiefly confined to his profeflion, He had applied 
himfelf in Cambridge to the ftudy of the Greek and Hebsew 
languages ; which, though eflecmed at that time asa mark of 
herefy, 
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herefy, appeared to him the only fources of attaining a critical 
knowledge of the fcriptures. He had fo accurately ftudied 
canon law, that he was efteemed the beft canonifi in Englind 3 
and his reading in theology was fo extenfive, and his collections 
from the fathers fo very voluminous, that there were few points 
in which he was not accurately informed, and*n which he 
could not give the opinions of the feveral ages of the church 
from the times of the apoftles. His parts were folid, rather 
than fhining ; and his memory fuch, that it might be called 
an index tothe books he had read, and the collections he had 
made. He was a fenfible writer ; rather nervous than elegant. 
His writings were entirely confined to the great controverfy 
which then fubfifted, and contain the whole fum of the theolo- 
gical learning of the times.” Such was archbifhop Cranmer’s 
literary charaéter, We might juftly enlarge on the virtues of 
his heart; but that is a fubjeét which more properly belongs to 
a general account of his life. 

There are two foreign divines who refided for {ome time in 
England during this period, and who contributed to the pro- 
gre{s of the reformation. Thefe were Peter Martyr and Mar- 
tin Bucer. Peter Martyr was appointed profeffor of divinity 
at Oxford, and promoted to a canonry of Chrilt-church, Bucer 
was fettled at Cambridge, where he read le@tures in theology, 
and at which place he died. It wes the influence of Cranmer 
that brought them into this kingdom; and both of them 
were men of eminent learning, zeal, and ability. Buocer, in 
particular, ftands high in the litt of the original reformers from 
popery, and isranked with Melan@hon for the moderation 
of his principles, and the {weetnefs of his difpofition, 

We have dwelt the longer onthe ftate of religious know- 
ledge during the reigns we are treating of, becaufe it is the 
capital circumftance in the delineation of the times. Such was 
the fituation of things, that theology necefiarily engaged the 
principal attention of men. Indeed, the rife and progreis of 
the reformation, in the different countries of Europe, mutt ever 
be regarded as prefenting one of the mof important and ftrik- 
ing objects that hath occurred in the revolutions of the humana 
mind, and the hiftory of the world. 

With refpect tothe progrefs of government, we have the 
pleafure of recording, that the minority of Edward the Sixch 
was attended with an eminent advantage to the rights of the 
nation. The council of nobles, to whom the adminittration 
was commited, found it necellaryto retrench all the late ex- 
tenfions of prerogative, That offenfive ttacute was repealed, 
by which royal proclamations hid, in any caie, obtained the 

Vou, XV. 376. a? foice 
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force of laws ; and other innovations were abolithed which had 
procecded from the extraordinary influence of Henry the 
Eighth, The conflitotion, as it tad ftood previoufly to the 
daring attempts cf that haughty monarch, was completely 
reftored, 

Some attention was at this time paid to the condition of the 
peor. Three bills for their relief were brought into parlia- 
ment, and warmly debated ; but the feafon was not yet ar- 
rived for that legal provifion for the indigent, which is an ob- 
jet of importance in the hiftory of Englifh law, and has been 
the occafion of much fpeculation, difcuffion, and controverfy. 

It was in the reign of Edward the Sixth that the queftion 
was determined, whether the eldeft fons of peers might fit ia 
the honfe of commons. Sir Francis Roffel having become heir- 
apparent to Lord Reff:l, by the death of his elder brother, it 
was refolved, after a debate, ** That he fhould ftill abide in 
the houfe as he was before.” 

The true conftitution of parliament, and that independence 
upon the crown which ought to be maintained in the choice of 
reprefentatives, were fill fo little anderftood, that a letter was 
direGied from the ‘King to the fherifis, commanding, that fuch 
members fhoold be elefted as the privy-council fhould recom 
mend. This crder was followed by another letter, pointing 
cut particular perfonsto be chofen for feveral of the counties. 
There is reafon to believe, that this mode of proceeding was 
exerted by the privy-council through the greater part of the 
kingcéom. Qucen Mary affumed the fame liberty, when the 
facceeded to the throne. Her orders were, that none but ca- 
tholic reprefentatives fhould be returned. Io the beginning of 
her reign, fume adv.ntage was gained to the caufe of perfonal 
freedom, by an at for the limitation of treafon and felonies. 
It was ordained by this att, that nothing fhould be judged 
treafon, but what was within the ftatate of treafons made ia the 
asth of King Edward the Third, and that nothing fhould be 
judged felony that was not fo before the firlt year of Henry the 
ighth: But this apparent lenity was clogged with a fevere 
provi, and was very litle correipondent to Mary’s fubfeqaent 
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in a very few inflances that the fame example has been followed; 
and wedo not recolle& that, in any cafe, it has been attended 
with much fuccefs. 

The difgraceful reign of Mary was concluded by an attempt 
upon the liberty of the prefs. A bill was introduced into the 
honfe of Lords, to provide, that no man fhould print any book 
or ballad, &c. anlefs he were authorized thereunto by the King 
and Queen’s licence, under the great feal of England. By her 
Majeity’s death, the farther progrefs of the bill was happily 
prevented, It is apparent from this tranfaction, that the art 
of printing, though compafatively of fuch recent origin, had 
already difplayed its tendency to enlighten the minds of the 
people on fubjeét of public concern, and that hence it was be 
come obnoxious to government. 

There were not many perfons, in this period, who fand 
highly diflingvifhed for their conttitational and legal kaow- 
ledge. ‘Fhe names, however, are not wanting of feveral men 
who wrote upon the law of their country. ‘Iwo of thefe were 
William Rattal, and Sir William Staunford,: judges of the 
court of common pleas. Chriftopher Seint-german, an emi- 
nent barrifter, and the author of a book of confiderable note, 
which is commonly known by the title of ** Doétor and Stu- 
dent,”? ought to have becn mentioned ander the reign of Heary 
the Kighth. 

‘The knowledge of philofophy, both mora! and natural, was 
fill ac the loweit ebb. In mathematical fcience two names 
may be mentioned ; Robert Recorde, and Leonard Digges. 
Each of them attained to fome degree of celebrity in his day ; 
the firlt, by writing on arithmetic and geometry; and che other, 
by treating on menfuration. Digges publifhed, likewife, 
** Choice Rules to judge the Weather by the San, Moon, and 
Stars ;”? a work that had, probably, more of fancy than of 
real wifdom; but which, neverthele/S was fo well adapted to 
the fpirit of the times, that it prefeatly pafled through feveral 
editions. 

Some of the medical writers fpoken of in the laft article 
continued to Hourith in the prefent period ; and other names 
may now be added tothe catalogue. ‘£homas Vicary deferves 
to be remembered, as the author of the firlt anatomical piece 
writtenin the Lnglith language. Robert Recorde was a phy« 
fician, a8 well as a mathematician, and pubiithed a treatife in 
the former capacity. Albayn Hill was a commentator on 
Galen ; and William Turner paid a particular attention to the 
itudy of natural biftory ; nor did he and fingle in that pure 
fuit, ‘Shomas Phayer f{uftained the three fold character of 
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poet, lawyer, and phyfician ; but his medical writings are little 
more than compilations. We need not fay, that, in the pre» 
fent improved ftate of fcience, the works of thefe perfons are 
altogether contemptible and infignificant, and that they are 
fearcely of confequence enough to excite even a temporary 
curiofity. 

In claffical and polite literature, we have three names to pro- 
duce, of moft diftinguifbed eminence; Sir John Cheke, Sir 
Thomas Smith, and Roger Afcham ; on each of whofe abili- 
ties and character, did it comport with our plan, we might 
greatly enlarge. Among other obligations to Sir John Cheke, 
the learned world is highty indebted to him, for bringing the 
Greek language into repute ; and for his endeavours to reform 
and reftore the tree and original pronunciation of that lane 
guage. Inthis matter, he was violently oppofed by Stephen 
Gardiner, Bifhop of Winchefter, and chancellor of the univer 
fi:y of Cambridge. The bigotted prelate iflued an edict by 
which all perfons were prohibited, under fevere penalties, from 
pronouncing Greek after the new fafhion. Sir John onanfwer- 
ably vindicated the mode of pronunciation which he had 
adopted, and the trath at length prevailed. His favourite 
authors were Demolthenes, Xenophon, Plato, Ariftotle, Ifo- 
crates, and Cicero. ‘Thefe, together with the Bible, and a few 
more books, were fufiicient, in his judgment, to render a man 
fubftantially learned, and, at the fame time, to make him wife 
and good, which he efteemed to be the trueend of learning. 
Sir John Cheke can never be mentioned with tco much refpett, 
as one of the fir introducers of genuine literature into this 
country ; and the age he lived in was otherwife obliged to him 
tor his writings in favour of religion and religious reformation. 
ina plan ot innovation which he had formed with regard to 
the orthography of the Englifh language, he was neither fo 
happy nor fo fuccefsful as he had been in reflosiog the pro- 
nunciation of the Greek and Latin tongaes. The icheme was 
not cafily practicable, and, if it had been more practicable, 
would not have beea defirable. 

Sir Thomas Smith was a zealous co-adjutor of Sir John 
Cheke in the bufinefs of the Greck prononciation. ‘lhey ad- 
julled the plan in conjunciion, and Sir ‘I homas was the firft 
who began to carry it into execution. He wrote, likewife, 
with great learning and ability, in vindication of thatreform. 
His attention was alfo directed to his native language, which he 
was folicitous torefine and to polifh, A treaii/e was publifhed 
by him, the objeét of which was to promote the correct write 
ing of the Lnglith tongue, and the true foundings of the letters 
and 
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and words. If he carried the matter to fome degree of excefs, 
and propofed alterations that would not be productive of much 
advantage, he has only erred in common with other ingenious 
and learned men. Sir Thomas Smith’s famous work, on the 
common-wealth of Engiand, belongs to the reignof Queen 
Elizabeth, 

In the praife of Roger Afeham, asa polite and claffical 
{cholar, it is not eafy to exceed. His Latin letters are admira- 
ble patterns of ftyle in that f{pecies of writing ; and he was an 
excellent compofer in his own tongue. Sir Thomas More ex- 
cepted, he was perhaps the firft of our fcholars who ventured 
to break the fhackles of Latinity, by publifhing his Toxophilus 
in Englifh, This he did with a view of giving a pure and 
correct model of Englifh compofition, or rather of fhewing how 
a fubje& might be treated with grace and propriety in Zag- 
lith as well as in Latin, His vindication of his conduct, ia 
attempting fo great aninnovation, difplays the foundnefs and 
ftrength of his underitanding. Dr. Johnfon oblerves of Roger 
Afcham, that his philological learning would have gained him 
honour in any country ; and thatamong us it may juitly call 
for that reverence which all nations owe to thofe who firlt rouze 
them from ignorance, and kindle among them the light of 
literature. Ic was an inflructive and eilimable trait in his 
literary character, that he loft no time ia the perufal of meaa 
and unprofitable books. 


(To be continued.) 





Some Account of the Mutiny on board the Bounty armed 
Ship, commanded by Capt. Blighe 


HIS fhip failed from England in the autumn of 1737, 

on a voyage tothe Society Iilands, for bread-fruit trees, 

intended for our Welt-India fettlements, in which climate, it 

was the opinion of Sir Jofeph Banks, they might be faccefsfully 

cultivated, and prove a fuccedaneum for other provilions, in times 
of {carcity. 

The Bounty had made good the objet of her voyage, fo far 
asto have received on board 1050 plants of tuofe trees in vae 
rious {tages of growth ; and there was every profpect of their 
being capable of prefervation, 

The thip, thus laden, quitted Ozaheite on the 4thof April 


laft, and continued her courfe in a welterly direction, touchiag 
at 
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stone more ifland, and then meditating her progrefs through 
the Pacific Ocean, towards the Moluccas. 

The thip lof fight of the Friendly Iflands on the 27th of 
that month, and every thing like good order was fuppofed to 
prevail on board ; even the mid-watch was relieved without 
the leaft apparent diforder:—But at day-break, onthe 28th, 
the cabin of Captain Bligh, who commanded the Bounty, was 
forcibly entered by the Officer of the watch, affifted by three 
ethers who dragged him inftantly on the deck, menacing bis 
life, if he attempted to fpeak. His endeavours to exhort and 
bring back the confpirators to their duty proved of no avail, 
Each of the defperadoes was armed with a drawn cutlafs, 
er fixed bayonet; and all their mufquets were avowed to be 
charged ! 

Capt. Bligh difcovered, when he came upon deck, feveral of 
the crew, and moft of the officers pinioned ; and while he was 
thus contemplating their perilous ftate, the fhip’s boat waslet 
over her fide ; and all who were not on the partof the con- 
fpirators, to the number of eighteen, befides the Captain, 
were committed to the boat, and noother nourifhment afforded 
tothem than about 140 pounds of bread, 30 pounds of meat, 
one gallon anda half of rum, alike portion of wine, and a 
few gallons of water, A compafs and a quadrant were fe- 
cored by one of thefe devoted victims, as he was ftepping into 
the boat: And thus abandoned, the mutineers, after giving 
them a cheer, flood away, as they faid, for Otaheite ! 

The Captain, in this dreadful fituation, found his Boat- 
-fwain, Carpenter, Gunner, Surgecn’s Mate, two Midfhipmen, 
and one Mafter’s Mate, with Mr. Nelfon the Botanift, and a 
few inferior cflicers, among thofe who were likely to thare his 
fate.x—After a thort confuliation, it was deemed expedient to 
put back to the Friendly Iflands ; and accordingly they landed 
on one of them, in hopes they might improve their fmall flock 
of provifions, on the 30th of April; but were driven off by 
the natives two days afier, and purfued with fuch hodflility, that 
one man was killed and feveral wounded. 

ft was then deliberated, whether they ‘fhoald return to Ota- 
heive, and throw themifelves on the clemency of the natives ; 
but the apprehenfion of failing in with the Bounty, determined 
them with one aient to make the belt of their way to Timor ; 
and to effect this enterprize, altonilliing to relate, they cal- 
culated the diflasce, near four thoufand miles; and in order 
iat their wretched iupply of provifiuns might endure till they 
reached the place of ceilination, they agreed to apportion their 
food to oxe cunce of bread, and one gili of water, a day, for 
each 
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each man, with, on extraordinary occafions, 2 a {poonful of rum. 

Noother nourifhment did they receive till the sth or 6th of 
June, when they made the coaft of New Holland, and colleéted 
a few hell fith ; and with this fcanty relief, they held on their 
courfe to Timor, which they reached on the 12th 5 2fter having 
been forty-fix days in a crazy open boat, too confined ia die 
menfions to fuffer any of them to lie down for repofe ; and 
without the Jeaft awning to prote& them from the rain, which 
almoft inceffantly fel] for forty days:—A_ heavy fea, and 
fqually weather, for great part of their courfe, aegmented their 
mifery. 

The Governor of this fettlement, which belongs to the 
Datch, afforded them every fuccour they required :— They 
remained here to recruit their ftrength and fpirits till the zoth 
of Auguft, when they procured a veffel to carry them to Batae 
via,—They reached Batavia on the 2d of O@ober lait, and 
thence Capt. Blizh, and two of the crew, embarked for the 
Cape of Good Hope; the reft were preparing to follow, as 
foon as a paffage could be obtained. 

Capt. Bligh reached the Cape about the middle of Decem- 
ber, and foon after took his paifage for England, which he 
reached on Saturday evening, the 13th inftant, and on Suoday 
arrived in London. 

‘The leader of the matineers is named Fletcher Chriftian ; 2 
man of refpeétable family and conne€tions, and a good feaman; 
he was of the rank of Malter’s Mate of the Bounty, and 
ferved regularly the watch, from the time the thip failed fron 
Eogland. ‘The command of the Bounty thas devolving upon 
him, there was no poffibility of defeating his purpofe ; a3 not 
the leait previous circumftance could be traced, from the 
tellimonies of the faithful part of the crew, after they were in 
the boat, of a matiny beingon foot, The mutineers were to 
the number of twenty-five ; and thofe who remained firm to 
their duty ninetecn ; confequently, had the flightett oe 
been entertained of the defign, it might have been eatily 
fraftrated ; as all the principal officers remained faithful % 
their Commander. 

A conjecture, not improbable, is, that the plot was projected 2d 
while Capt. Bligh was engaged on hore, at Otalieite and other 
iflands, collecting plants, and making charts.—-This officer 
only holds the rank of Lieutenant in our navy 5 his merit 
pointcd him out to the Admiralty, as highly qualified for this 
expedition ; and the diftreficshe has undergone entitle him to 
every reward, In navigating his litle Mi whrough fodane 
gcerous 
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gerous a fea, his feamanfhip appears as matchlefs as the under- 
taking feems beyond the verge of probability. 

We felicitate thofe who were companions in this hazardous 
voyage, that in the prefent Admiralty Board a difpofition exitts 
to fofter and protect fuffering merit :—and our dock-yards, it is 
hoped, will prove an afylum to moft of them to the end of their 
lives. 

We are forry to add, that Mr. Nelfon, the botanift, died 
foon foon after the boat reached Timor :—This gentleman 
went out with his Majefty’s approval ;‘and a fecondary object 
of the voyage was to collect curious plants for the Botanic 
Gardens at Kew. 

The lofs of this voyage will be felt not only by all the lovers 
of natural philofophy, but the public at large, as much was ex 
pected from the tranfplanting fo ufeful an exotic as the bread- 
tree in this country ; and this expe€ation was further encou- 
raged by the thriving manner the plants appeared to be in on 
board. It is to be hoped, however, that Government will not 
ftop here, but that they will fit out another veffel for the par- 
pofe of profecating fach truly ufeful difcoveries. 

With regard to the conduét of the confpirators, the moft 
probable conjecture is, that being principally young men, they 
were fo greatly fafcinated by the Circean blandifhments of the 
Otaheitean women, they took this defperate method of return- 
ing to fcenes of voluptuouinels, unknown, perhaps, in any 
other country. 





Objervations on the Propagation of Fleas. 


Yo the PRINTER of the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 
SIR, 
Heine fome time fince feen in your Weekly Enter- 


tainer a paregraph on the propagation of fleas, it gives 
me a Cefire to -prefent your readers with the following ob- 
fervations on the propagation of that troublefome infect. Having 
mace fome experiments on the propagation of infeéts, amongit 
mary others that of fleas has had fome of my attention, and 
I cap by experience fay, that there is a great dea! more to be 
obferved reipeQling the propagation thereof than that gentleman 
has wrote in the paragraph above mentioned, 

The {pawn of the fica, in the firit place, is fmall white eggs, 
of which they bring forth fix or feven, and fome as many as 
ten, at one time, cr in a few hours ; which eggs they com- 
monly 
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monly lay in the feams of linen or woollen clothes, and thofe 
eggs, in a fhort time, bring forth {mall white worms ; and thofe 
worms when at full growth, which is in about a fortnight, are 
about three fixteenths of an inch in length, though bot {mall of 
bulk, and then are fomething of a brownifh colour, and when 
thus grown, it works a {mail bag, fomething like the filk worm, 
in which they inclofe themfelves, which bag they often work in 
linen or old canvas, but never in any kind of woollen ; but 
often in the joints of the bedfteadsor floor boards, and fach 
like places, andthe transformation it paffes through in this bag 
is from a worm to a perfeé flea, which is fometimes done in 2 
month or two, and fome lay all the winter. They propagate 
all the fammer, but more particularly aboat March, the latter 
end of June, July, and September, or the beginning of O@ober. 
Thofe eggs laid about March, come to perfection about June 5 
thofe laid in June or July, come to perfetion about the latter 
end of Auguft or September ; thofe laid about September or 
Oétober, come to perfection about February or March follow- 
ing. The beft method that I can recommend of deftroying 
them is tofcrape out the joints of the bedfteads or floor boards 
in the winter, for by this means, the {pawn in a great degree 


might be deftroyed. 
J. H. 
Lyme, February 22, 1790+ ; 





Extra& from the Regifter of the Deliberations of the Pas 
triotic Society of Dijon, in France, relative to the Revo 
lution Scciety of London. 

T the Meeting held on Monday, November 30, 1789. 

A Mr. L’Abbe Volfius, Prefident. Navier, &c. prefent. 

Mr. Navier made the following Speech : 
GENTLEMEN, 

** The congratulatory addrefs fent to the National Affembly 
of France, by the Revolution Society of London, has excited 
yoor admiration, and that of every true friend of the public 
welfare. 

*¢ Englifhmen difiaioing national prejudices, and applaud« 
ing the efforts of their rivals to Shake off the yoke of arbitrary 
power, prefent a {pectacle which philofophers, attentive to the 
progres of the human mind, cannot fail to contemplate with 


pleafure 
Vou. XV. 376. 2Q «© Such 
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** Such then is the vitory obtained by reafon and philan- 
thropy over popular prejudices and jealoufies, that we have now 
caufe to bope that all nations forgetting partial interefts, will 
mutually encourage each other in the attainment of liberty ; 
and that thus throughout Europe, mankind will be fhortly re- 
flored to thofe rights of which defpotifm has deprived them for 
atime, but which it never could annihilate. 

«* Why fhould we be afhamed, gentlemen, to acknowledge 
that the revolution which is now eftablithing itfelf in our country, 
is owing to the example given by England a century ago? 

** Ie was from that day we becameacquainted with the political 
conftitution of thatifland, and the profperity with which it was 
accompanied ; it was from that day our hatred of defpotifm 
derived its energy. In fecaring their own happinefs, Englith- 
men have prepared the way for that of the univerfe, Whilf 
onall fides tyrants were attempting to extinguifh the facred 
flame of liberty, our neighbours with intrepid watchfulnefs and 
care cherifhed it in their bofoms. We have caught fome of 
thefe falatary {parks ; and this tire, enflaming every mind, is 
extending itielf over all Europe, for ever to reduce to afhes 
thofe fhackles with which defpotiim has opprefied mankind. 

«* Let us renderto our neighbours that juft tribute of grati- 
tude whith che friends of mankind ought never to refufe to the 
mof zealous defenders of its rights. 

‘© Let the Revolution Society know that Frenchmen have 
been fenfibly affected by the congratulations which it has ad- 
drefied to the National Affemoly ; that thefe virtuous philan- 
threpills, feeing the inhabitants of the provinces vying with 
thofe of the metropolis in the ardent love of liberty, may be 
in nocoubt about the attainment of their withes,” 

The fabje&t having been debated, it was relolved—that 
itis perfetily confittent with the object of this inftitution to 
snanifeft on every occalion, the zeal of its members for accome 
plithing a sevolutioa on which depends the welfare of the 

nation ;=-that the addrefs trom the RKevolation Seciety to the 
National Afiemb!y is a memorable act which deferves the grat’# 
tude of every Frenchman ; and that the jurcit means to fecure 
the happine!s of diflereni nations is to multiply between chem 
thofe proofs of a fraternal unioa of fentimeat which ought ree 
Ciprocally to animate men equal in rights and happy in the 
evjoyment of the advantages of a free conttitution ¢ 

[t was thesc.ore wnanimouily agrees, that the Revolution 
Society thould be enireated to accept the eflufions of lively 
fenfitility and gratitude with which this Society was animated 
at the scading of the addseis in which that Society has fo 
worthily 
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worthily manifefted the intereft it takes in the efforts of the 
French nation, to eftablith a conftitution which will enable it to 
be 4 partaker with the Eaglihh people in the very great bleilings 
attached to freedom : and that it defires nothing more ardently 
than to fee fraternal concord eftablifhed between the two nations, 
without which they would both lofe the fruits of that precious 
freedom of which they have proved themfelves fo worthy. 
Refolved alfo, that a copy of the prefent refolution fhall be 
fent by the Prefident to the Revolution Society of London. 
(The Regifter figned) VOLFIUS. 
(Extra&t figned) VAILLANT, Jun. Secretary of the 
Patriotic Society of Dijon, 





Anecdotes of the late Earl of Salifbury. 


HE late noble Earl was not lefs noticed in his youth for 
his public exhibitions, than he became afterwards for his 
ftrange and almoft total retirement. There are perfons fill liv- 
ing, who were witnefles to the peculiar purfuit of his Lordthip’s 
early life, the chief object of which was, a confummate killin 
the profeflion of a coachman, which he carried to fuch a degree, 
and varied with fuch extraordinary exertions, as far to exceed 
any example of more moderatimes ; Lord Molefworth, nor Sir 
john Lade, were not qualified to have been his potftillions. 

Quitting the excefles of his youth, he for many years lived 
the life of a reclufe at his eftate in Hertfordthire ; and though 
refiding within twenty-five miles of the metropolis, yet his face 
was never feen there. The care of his eftate, and the education 
of his fon, were entrufted to other people ; he allowed indeed 
the prefent Marquis a very ample fupport, yet never futfered a 
vifit from him but when commanded by himfelf; when the 
young Nobleman was preparing to fet out upon his travels, his 
father fent for him, faw him for a few minutes, made hima 
handfome prefent, and difmifled him. Oa his marriage the 
Marquis had another five minutes converfation, or rather view 
of the old Lord, and was again difmiffed with another pecue 
niary mark of regard. 

‘Though this fingalar Peer does not feem to have had any 
concern with public life, there is reafon to think his proxy was 
atthe difpofition of the minifter, from the following curious 
anecdote : 

A clergyman, to whom the Earl of Salifbury had promifed 
his patronage, applied to him for his interelt towards obtaining 
a coniiderable preferment in the giftof the Crowa, Iis Lords 

2Q2 fhip 
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fhip wrote to the minifler, and received a very polite but abfo- 
lute refufal to his requeft. The clergyman being informed of 
the circumftance, defired to know in what manner bis Lordthip 
had framed the applicatién, and being gratified by a repetition 
of what had been written, he begged leave to obferve to his 
Noble Patron, that foch a manner of folicitation was too hum. 
ble and fuppliant to obtain any thing from a corrupt Court ; 
though he did not doubt bat if his Lordfhip would permit him 
to diétate a fecond letter, that it would meet witha more fa- 
vourable reception than the firft. To this the Peer confented, 
and another letter was writren to the Minifter, exprefling the 
utmoft aftonifhment, that the only favour which an Earl of 
Salifbury had afked, during the prefent reign, fhould be re- 
fufed ; and infifted upon a compliance with his demand. This 
p:remptory ftile had its effect, and the preferment in queftion 
was yielded to his Lordthip’s difpofal. 
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Effeé:ual Method of curing the Scab in Sheep. 


vt ae one pound of quickfilver, half a poand of Venice 
turpentine, half a pint of cil of turpentine, and four 
founds of hog’s lard, 

Let the ingredients be robbed in a mortar till the quickfilver: 
is thoroughly incorporated with the other ingredients ; for the 
proper mode of doing which, it may be neceffary to take the 
advice, or even the affittance of fome apothecary, or other per= 
fon, afed tomake fuch ingredients. Apply this compofition 
to the fkin of the theep, by gently rabbing it with the finger on 
the parts affected by the diforder, after dividing the woo! in two 
or three places onthe body. It is ufually done about Mi-+ 
chaelmas. 





Anfwer, by Fe Stephens, of St. Enoder, to W. Lecke’s Chas 
rade, infertea Nowember 30. 


H Albion, happy land ! in thee, 
Rebellion dares not lift its hand ; 
But freedom, peace, and liberty, 
Confpicuous fhine throughout thy laad. 


*4* We have received the like anfwer from Javentus, and 
Philomytticus, Lifkeard ; J]. Wheeler, St. Auftell ; a young tiny 
ner of Vraden; W. Harrisand J. Whiteway of Dartingtoa 
Jj. H. of Lyme; a youth, T. Daw, and E, |, of Totnes, 
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An ENIGMA, by Phocion, of Lambert's Caftle Hill. 


GAIN when fpring arrives the rapturous mufe, 
A Doth with new vigour {well the author’s lay, 
And every fobje& that he deigns to chufe, 

Is blithe and {prightly as the blooming May. 


Thus, you will find I can elate the heart, 

To make the,human paffions quicker move, 
Tho’ often you are fore’d to feel the fmart, 

Yet then youcourt me, and the more you love. 


Behold the beauties of a blooming rofe, 

That looks fo fair, fo fweet, fo lovely red ; 
While all atound the zephyrs foftly blow, 

And gently fan perfume all o’er the bed. 


Pray watch its progrefs, foon you'll fee the turn 
That nature works in mortal earth’s decay 5 
And ufelefs is it e’er to grieve or mourn, 
For no one can the devaftation ftay. 


>Tis now I bid adieu the fickle fmile, 
That merry. fools fo lavith oft beftow ; 

The glowing bluth, that ew’ry heart beguiles, 
Is loft and clouded in the fhades below. 


Then be more wife, and not on me depend, 
So fhort, fo fickle, of uncertain date ; 

But ftretch your views to a more noble end, 
Where endlefs blifs attends my certain fate. 


EEEEEEE EE SES OHS FEES EE GG 


tit Having lately inferted feveral pieces on the fubje@ of the 
Repeal of the-Teft and Corporation Acts, and given a fhetch of the 
arguments on both fides of the quefiion, we think it unnecefary, for 
the prefent, to take up more room on this topic, efpectally as we bea 
lieve the generality of our readers are Jati sfied with what bas al- 
ready appeared.—For thefe, among other reasons, we have been 
obliged to decline inferting the long letter from Barnftaple. The 
copy foall be returned if the writer will inform us where to fend it. 


*," Several pieces of poetry lately received are much too inate 
curate for insertions 


POETRY. 























POET R Y. 


T O H OP E, 


Thou whofe fweetly pleafing f{way, 
Our willing hearts with joy obey, 
O hope! my prayer attend : 
The prayer of one whofe tortur’d heart, 
Pierc’d by affliftion’s tharpeft dart, 
Finds thee its only friend. 


*Midft all the pangs which rend my -breaft, 
And long have robb’d my foul of reft, 
Qo thee I ftillrely ; 
For Heaven in mercy fent thee here, 
And bade thee wipe the bitter tear, 
That ftreams from forrow’s eye, 


O’er all mankind thy care extends ; 

Thy balm the guilty wretch defends, 
From madnefs and defpair ; 

To ftop ftern jaftice in her courfe, 

Thou teacheft him the wond’rous force, 
Of penitence and pray’r. 


Virtue by tyrant pow’r opprefs’d, 
Friendlefs, afflicted, and diltrefs’d, 
By thee is taught to rife ; 
And, confcious of her heav’aly birth, 
To fcorn the narrow bounds of earth, 
And claim her kindred kies. 


‘Tis thine to pierce the difmal gloom, 
Where forrow weeps o’er friendfhip’s tomb, 
And hail that happy hore, 


Where 
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Where pleafure hall for ever reign, 
Where virtuous love unites again, 
And friends fhall part no more. » 


*Midft tort’ring racks, and fcorching fires, 
The hero whom thy voice infpires, 
In confcious virtue brave ; 
Triumphantly refigns his breath, , 
And plucks the fting from vanquifh’d death, 
The vidl’ry from the grave, 


O may thy kind, thy gentle pow’r, 
Suftain me in that dreadful hour, 
When nature fhrinks aghaft ; 
When death’s cold hand thefe eyes fhall clofe, 
And my long pilgrimage of woes, 
Shall have an end at laft. 


When the pale lamp of life expires, 
When reafon calm, aod fancy’s fires, 
Have left my panting breaft ; 
Oh ftill my lovely cherub flay, 
And bear my parting foul away 
To realms of endlefs reft, 
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Lines lately copied from a Black Marble Monument in 
Broadwinfor Church, infcribed tothe Memory of a Young 
Lady. 


HE corpfe which mould’ring lies near to this ftone, 
Whilft warm in life with matchlefs beauty fhone ; 

An eafy motion, and a graceful air, 
The niceft fhape, and face divinely fair 3 
Nor did the mind the curious fiame difgrace, 
Bat darted charms as {parkling as the face. 
Her wit, her goodnefs, and her virtue prov’d, 
So great, fo bright, we wonder’d, and we lov’d, 
3utah ! how foon were all thy dazzling charms, 
Rifl’d by death, and wither’d in his arms! 
Youog, and a bride, the reach’d her native tkies, 
Where in the bofom of her God fhe hes, 
And a whole Heav’a of blifs, extatic blifs enjoys, 
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SECLUSION 
Adapted to the tender Adagio of the memorable D, R1zz10. 
(ROSLIN-CASTLE,) 


! H! far from fortune’s tinfel fate, 
And all the joys on wealth chat wait, 
Ye guardian powers, my lot affign ; 
But give me, in fome humbler thade, 
To clafp tome fond confenting maid, 
And call demeftic pleafures mine, 


’Twas thus, to Heaven’s paternal care, 
I breath’d my unambitious prayer, 
And, proftrate, fought a doom benign. 
I fought—and lo! th’ Gienttg ikies, 
Bade thee, my Julia, inftant rife, 
And make domeftic:pleafures mine. 


And now your infe& wings, ye gay ! 

Ye flutterers thro’ life’s little day, 
Expand—and boaft your gaudy fhine : 

?Tis all in vain—TI afk no more— 

In her I view an ample ftore 


Of dear-domeftic pieafures mine. 





SONNET, Written early in the Morning. 


HE rifing fun now gilds the fcene around, 

And caits a chearfal gleam on ev’ry bough ; 
Skirting with gold the rivers as they flow, 

While with bright zones the mifty hills are bound. 


Kind power! whofe bright effulgencies recall 
Each flumb’ring fly to take its airy fail— 
Chearing the humble tenants of the vale 

Beftowing life—and vigorating all. 


For me, thy unavailing radiant {mile, 
Warms not my heart, froze by affliction’s chill, 
Chain’d io her icy feiters mournful fill, 
Regardleis of the joys tuat port the while, 


For my own forrows fhed a midnight thade, 
And the fair brightnefs of ti. morn invade, 














